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One-dimensional nanomaterials — materials with one dimension outside
the nanoscale, further noted as 1D NMs — represent a class of very
important nanomaterials with continuously increasing importance. Due to
their intrinsic features, unique properties and diversity of functionalities,
they count among the most widely studied materials nowadays. While
considerable research efforts have been spent to synthesize various 1D
NMs (e.g. nanopores, nanotubes or nanofibers), limited efforts have been
devoted to surface modification and property tailoring of these materials.

However, it is their surface that comes into direct contact with various
media (air, gases, liquids, solids) and influences the reactivity, stability and
biocompatibility of these materials. The surface and aspect ratio (defined
as their diameter to length ratio) influence the performance of these
materials in various applications. Considering these facts, it is more
relevant to tailor the surface of these materials and to be able to influence
their properties and reactivity at the nanoscale, rather than to deal with
tailoring their own bulk material composition.

The focus of this presentation is on the modification of two types of 1D
nanomaterials — nanotubes and nanofibers. Numerous techniques can be
utilized for this purpose, such as for example wet chemical or physical
deposition techniques. However, it is only the Atomic Layer Deposition
(ALD) that is capable of really uniform and homogenous coating of these
1D nanomaterials, in particular those of very high-aspect ratio.

The presentation will be mainly focused on modification of TiO2 nanotube
layers and various nanofibers of different aspect ratios via ALD.

Experimental details and some very recent application examples [1-9] and
structural characterizations of these modified materials will be discussed.
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